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Learning Takes You Places! 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

It is that time of the year again when we start to see 
the  cold, ice and snow.  Our teachers have created 
and posted lessons online for “snow days” 6, 7 and 8. 
You can find these calamity day lessons on our District 
home page and the Middle School home page. On the 
district home page simply click on the Resources tab, 

then click on “For Students” and scroll down to Calamity Day Lessons, 
then click on Middle School lessons. On the Middle School home page 
click on Students and scroll down to the Calamity Day Lessons link.  
Once you are at this point, your student will need to find the classes 
they are in and click on this folders for those classes to find the assign-
ments for each class. 

If we miss school for days 6, 7 and 8 we will utilize the calamity day les-
sons. Students will have two weeks to complete the work and they do 
not need to print off all of the materials. They may use their own note-
book paper to complete the assignments. If your child does not have 
internet access they will be allowed to get material at school on the next 
school day we are in session.  

Please know that we are here to help you and your student any way we 
can.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the Middle 
School office or your student's teacher and we will answer any question 
you may have.  Thank you and stay warm and safe this winter!  

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle 
School  

      December Important Dates: 
 

1: Interim Reports Distributed to   

     Students 

     Study Tables 

     Jr. Hi. Girls Basketball Game  

     at Grenon 5:30pm  

2:  FLL Opentable 

3:  Jr. Hi. Boys & Girls Basketball  

      with Riverside 10am 

      Jr. Hi. Wrestling North Union 

      Invitational 10am 

5:  Gym Closed 

      Jr. Hi. Boys & Girls Basketball  

      with Indian Lake 5:30pm 

7:  Jr. Hi. Girls Basketball with 

      Shawnee 5:30pm 

6:  After School Detention 

      M.S. Winter Band Concert 7 p.m.  

      in M.S. Gym 

8:  Study Tables 

      Jr. Hi. Wrestling: Logan County 

      Meet at Bellefontaine 6pm 

9:  8th Grade Washington, D.C. Trip  

      Deposit Due 

10: Jr. Hi. Wrestling Aqua Falls 

        Invitational Indian Valley MS 

       10am 

12: OMUN 

        Art Club 

        Jr. Hi. Boys & Girls Basketball  

        with Bellefontaine 5:30pm 

13: After School Detention 

        Winter Choir Concert (5th & 6th 

        Grades) 6:30 p.m. (7th & 8th  

        Grades) 7:45 p. m. in H.S.  

        Auditorium 

14: Jr. Hi. Boys & Girls Basketball  

        with Graham 5:30pm 

15: Study Tables 

        School Spelling Bee Assembly 

        9:30 in Gym  

17:  Jr. Hi. Wrestling Sidney Pool 

         Tournament 10am 

19: Board of Education Meeting  

        7:00 p.m. 

        Art Club 

20: After School Detention 

        Jr. Hi. Boys & Girls Basketball  

        with Northwestern 5:30pm 

21: 2 hr. Early Release 

22: Jr. Hi. Boys & Girls Basketball  

        with Urbana 5:30pm 

22-31: Winter Break -No School 
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Social Studies 

All About the 5th Grade! 

“Topics included Earth’s 
movements, the inner and 

outer planets of our solar 
system, and stars and 

galaxies.”  

Middle School Matters 

 
Fifth Grade Science is Out of  This World! 

Fifth grade Science students have been studying planets and outer space recently!  Topics in-

cluded Earth’s movements, the inner and outer planets of our solar system, and stars and gal-

axies.  One of the main focuses of their studies was the relationship between Earth, the other 

planets in our solar system, and the sun.  One activity to demonstrate these relationships in-

volved the students creating a physical model of the solar system, with the students represent-

ing each planet and their distance from the sun.  The distance between the planets was meas-

ured out in the hallway, and each student got to take a turn representing one of the planets 

and how far they are from the sun.  The students representing Neptune and Pluto had to go 

outside the school and into the bus circle to show the amount of distance from the sun! 

Fifth graders have recently finished a unit on the regions of the United States. For each of the seven regions students 
learned about the climate, location, landforms, economy, and how these factors affect the lifestyles of the inhabit-
ants.  Following the completion of the study of each region, students completed a project that demonstrated their 
understanding of the characteristics for that particular region. Included were:   

 Pacific Coast Acrostic Poems 

 Rocky Mountain Ad Posters 

 Southeastern Post Cards 

 Southwestern Landform Maps 

 Midwest Menus 

 New England/Middle Atlantic Songs, Raps, Chants or Poems 

 

For each region, the students also took a quiz labeling the states that were included.  Before taking the final test over 
the seven regions, students played a “card” game as a way to study and prepare.  An extra credit test was also given to 
see how many of the 50 states each student could remember.  

Included are pictures of the review game and a few videos (on the Middle School website:   
http://ms.benjaminlogan.org/)   of the New England/Middle Atlantic projects. 

 

Science 

http://ms.benjaminlogan.org/


Volume 4, Issue 4 PAGE 3 

All About the 5th Grade ! 

ELA 

Writing 

“Students then were 

given a lesson  

about using Google 

Drive from  

Mr. Jason Smith. “ 

Fifth grade ELA students are working hard on their reading comprehension skills. We started the 
year learning about genres, character traits, setting, point of view, and first/second hand accounts. 
As we learn a new skill, we have been adding it to our interactive notebook to use as a reference, so 
we do not forget our learned skills. In the interactive notebook, we have a list of character traits, 
genres, examples of accounts, and a plot diagram. As your child completes in class work, they are 
encouraged to use the lists to strengthen their word choice. As each skill is introduced, we have also 
been applying the knowledge to Wonder through comprehension questions. We have been working 
on restating our questions, quoting from the story to show evidence, and giving a page number 
where we found our answer.  Additionally, we have been reading nonfiction articles and discussing 

how those articles relate to the novel Wonder. When we wrap up our book, students will be working on our Wonder choice 
board where your child will complete mini-projects using the skills we have learned.  

Our goal is to work on skills introduced to your child in a variety of ways by taking notes in their interactive notebook, practicing 
it through questions over the current novel, and projects at the end of the book. Using these skills on a daily basis will help 
strengthen your child’s comprehension skills!  

The fifth graders in Mrs. Wishin’s and 
Mrs. Gill’s Language Arts classes have 
been working on their writing skills this 
year using the new Chromebooks. The 
students began writing journals in their 
composition notebooks for a few weeks 
at the beginning of the school year. Stu-

dents then were given a lesson about using Google Drive from Mr. Jason 
Smith. Students now keep all of their journals on their Google Drive and  
all writing pieces are done electronically  using the Chromebooks.   
 
Since the start of the school year, the fifth graders have been working to 
write a cohesive paragraph, including introduction sentences, supporting 
details, and concluding sentences. Transitions words have also been added 
to make better connections between details. Students have also been 
working on writing better sentences in their AP classes.  
 

Just before Thanksgiving break, the students wrote a five-paragraph letter 

to the Farmer’s Wife convincing her not to select Tom Turkey for her 

Thanksgiving dinner. The students added images to their letters to put a 

final touch on their published pieces. Next, students will be writing in-

formative essays based on service animals.  
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All About the 5th Grade ! 

Band Room Mural 

The fifth grade math classrooms have been working hard on many different 

indicators. The year began by learning about Order of Operations and evalu-

ating expressions. Everyone has reviewed the place value system and multi-

plying and dividing by powers of 10. Some students are working on convert-

ing in the metric and customary measurement system while others are work-

ing on multi-digit multiplication before studying division.  

Please encourage your child to work on XtraMath.org or IXL.com to improve their math facts, basic skills 

and review previously learned indicators. Every child has their own password and is able to access these sites 

to practice. 

Mr. Kelly approached Mrs. Davis early in the school 
year concerning the blank walls in the band 
room.  He was hoping for some color and imagery in 
one particular corner of the room.  Mrs. Davis decid-
ed to ask her morning art room helper, Ashley 
Gantt.  Ashley is an 8th grader and is a very talented 
artist.  She also is a member of the band.  Ashley has 
been working on the mural for several weeks now, 
and climbs atop a scaffolding every morning to con-
tinue her masterpiece mural.  She will complete the 
mural by the end of the semester, as that is when her 
term as an art room helper will conclude.  Stop by 
the band room sometime to check out this one-of-a-
kind music/art mural.  Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Davis are 
extremely proud of Ashley and her talents! 

Math 


